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Exciting news!  Let me begin this commander’s call
with just two words: unbelievable and fantastic!    
Unbelievable because of the response we have receiv-
ed over the fi rst ever – Lent-At-the-Legion from our 
club members, the community, employees and espec-
ially from our volunteers.  The public has, without a doubt, shown their 
support for our veterans by their overwhelming responses by eating-in and 
by ordering take-outs.  We began our journey on Ash Wednesday and for 
the past few Fridays since then, the results have been nothing but “unbe-
lievable”.   We have sold out on every occasion no matter how much food 
we prepared.  This past Friday was actually something to see.  People were 
seated at every available table.  Extra tables were brought in and there were 
still folks waiting to be seated!  The parking lot was fi lled with cars, some of 
them were doubled parked at times and the bar seated two people deep!  
The take-out orders were steady for hours.  We had one and sometimes two 
volunteers signing people in and manning the phones for take-out orders.  
During the dinner hour we were absolutely crushed with the take-out or-
ders - just “unbelievable”! 

Now comes the word Fantastic! The word “fantastic” referred to our unwav-
ering volunteers who pitched in wherever they were needed.  I know it’s an 
old military saying “never volunteer” but our members know when to step 
up to the plate and give their all to make things work.  I just hope I can ex-
press to them the pride I had for them for the work they did.  Their custom-
er service skills were imbedded in everything they did.  This project would 
never have gotten off  the ground without them.  Many volunteers came 
in early to set up the tables.  Other volunteers seated and comforted our 
patrons as they entered the Legion to make them feel at home.  Volunteers 
were able to multitask doing several diff erent jobs at the same time such as:  
taking orders, delivering drinks, delivering food, cleaning tables, washing 
mounds of dishes (although many dishes looked ready to be put back in 
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Thank you to all of the members of the ALA that attended our county meet-
ing. Our state president, Carol Harrison was happy to see a good atten-
dance. We will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on Saturday, March 12th from 3:00 
p.m. until 7:00 p.m. ham and cabbage will be served at $8.00 a plate. We will 
also have dessert at a small charge. The post will be open to the public and 
there will be no smoking. Please tell all your friends and relatives and come 
to support us as all proceeds benefi t veterans. Our trip to Southwestern 
Veterans Center will be on March 24th. We leave the post at 6:00 p.m. and 
return around 9:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet will be at the bar so please come 
and join us as the vets enjoy seeing everyone. The Children’s Easter Egg 
Hunt will be on Saturday, March 26th at 11:00 a.m. We will be serving pan-
cakes to the children ten and under. There will be a charge for those over 
ten. We will be fi lling the eggs and bags on Tuesday March 22nd and we can 
use your help. 
God Bless and Protect our Troops 
Mary Ann Marunich
ALA President

Next
Meeting
March 28

Once again we are having a Hoagie Sale.  It is on a diff erent day, but I hope 
you can support the SAL as always.  The Hoagie Sale will be on Sunday, March 
13th.  Price is $8.00 or 3 for $22.00.  Choice of Italian or Turkey.  Pick up will start 
at 4:00pm and it is PRESALE ONLY.  The order form (envelope) will be at the bar.  
Complete with money and place in the bucket by the front door.  Thank you in 
advance.   Last day to order will be March 10th.

You will see the board for feeding 5 families for Easter Dinner. We will need all 
items in by March 23rd so we can deliver to the families by the 24th.  This board 
always fi lls up fast and we are grateful for that.   

The Easter Bunny is coming to the Legion on March 26th and we partnered up 
with the ALA to have a pancake breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt.

Pancake & Sausage  Breakfast starts at 9AM 
(free to children under 10 years of age – 11 and older including adults – $3.00) 

Easter Egg Hunt  - 11AM
Upcoming Events:

 All you can eat Pork Chop and Chicken dinner April 2nd 
$8.95 – Eat in only

Donations are needed for comfort items for our veterans. 
Box is located inside the front door.

Thank you,
Commander of the SONS
Gary Hartman
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American Legion Riders,

Next Meeting

Tuesday, March 1

1900 hours

Salutations American Legion Family. Ask yourself, what have you done to 
support Veterans and our Post this month?

Thank you and well done to the Riders who attended the Wreath Remov-
al Ceremony at the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies on Saturday, 
February 6th. These Riders helped police the Remembrance Wreaths 
that were placed on the graves of our Veterans prior to the holidays. The 
eff orts of these Riders and their commitment to honoring our Veterans is 
sincerely appreciated: Thomas Bodner, John Caligiure, Jim Christofel, Ed 
Harmon, Larry Knotts, Lloyd Ray, Dave Saunier, Ed Schmidt, Mark Smith, 
Stan Weaver and Paul Weinheimer. Your eff orts humble us all.

Congratulations to Bob Stefanic who was voted-in as a Rider during the 
February meeting. Bob served in the USMC. It’s great to have you on-
board Marine!

In these challenging times, we must understand the continued existence 
of Post 712 is not to be taken for granted - It must be earned by a strong 
membership stepping up to support the Post when called upon. As I 
prepare this article the launch of the Lenten Fish Fry has been a success. 
Many eff orts led to this success; foremost among these are the insight 
of Post Commander Rich Wojnar and the great work of Post employee’s. 
However, it also takes your eff orts which, may be as simple as being a 
patron of Post events – and bring your family and friends; or volunteering 
to work at the Post to support these special events. Ideally you can do a 
little of both! Let’s all recognize the great work of our Riders who volun-
teered their time and eff orts to support the fi rst week of the Fish Fry and 
ensure a successful launch: Bill and Donna Allan, Tom and Chris Bodner; 
John Caligiure, Ed Harmon, Tom Matthews and Dave Saunier. Well Done 
Riders and Thank You for your, Leadership by Example!   

The March meeting of the Riders will be 1900 hours, Tuesday, March 1st. 
All members and perspective members are encouraged to attend. 
Those interested in joining should call John Dillon, 412-606-8812 for 
more information.

Hooah, 
Top
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the cupboard because the food was so delicious), welcoming and 
completing paperwork for new prospective members, and also tak-
ing out the trash - just “fantastic”!  How in the world do I ever thank 
them to the degree owed to them? Working all night with extremely 
positive attitudes, never expecting or receiving any monetary com-
pensation, never complaining about what needs to be done - but 
just plain old “stepping up and doing what was needed to be accom-
plished that time – and all for the betterment of your Legion.   If you 
have not yet volunteered at one of the past Friday Lent-at-the-Le-
gion dinners, please set aside some time to join us.   

I was asked to speak at a Pleasant Hills Boro Planning Meeting to 
share our new vision for Post 712, which I was extremely excited 
to do so.  The Boro of Pleasant Hills played an integral part in our 
success with this event.  I want to thank all of those members who 
attended that meeting and for sharing our Lent-at-the-Legion Event 
with folks with whom they network.  They posted our Lent-at-the-
Legion event on their social media outlets and passed the word 
around to their departments as well.  The results were clearly visible.  
I witnessed many representatives of their departments coming in to 
collect their take-out orders. 

The fi sh fries were not the only success over the past few Fridays.  We 
signed up several new members and transfers from other Posts and 
several more veterans and social members stated that they will send 
in their application along with a check.  These events are a perfect 
venue to show off  our facility.  I urge all administrative offi  cers and 
personnel of our Post to utilize this venue as a means to conduct 
their own membership drives and to show why our Post is diff erent 
from other Posts – a Post that is of value to them.   I do not strong-
arm potential members to join, but I do take time to fi nd out if our 
patrons would like to join an organization that is on the move and 
whether they would be interested in joining our team. 

Another loyal partner and member of our Legion is Harry Anton, 
Owner of the Jeff erson Hills Lawn Center. Harry is gracious enough 
to take whatever equipment we request out of his inventory for 
consignment in order that we could conduct various raffl  es to ben-
efi t our Post.  When interested in any type of lawn- related items or 

equipment, please support Jef-
ferson Hills Lawn Center in order 
to reciprocate our appreciation. 

While we are in the closing days 
of February, we are just getting 
started regarding 2016.   Look for 
our advertisement in the 2016 
KDKA Fish Fry Guide online, Face-
book, WPXI Fish Fry, South Hills 
Round Up, March Messenger 
Newspaper, our website under 
Events, and at the Old Clairton 
Road signage at the entry to the 
Legion.   

 Thank you also extends to our 
volunteers who placed fl yers in 
various work places.  We have a 
wealth of exciting events in the 
works with most of them being 
“the fi rst ever” for our Legion.   
We are willing to explore all ideas 
put forth.  We need YOUR ideas.  
We also need to raise funds to 
keep our Post viable.   

As I have always stated, I don’t 
mind striking out, but at least 
let me swing!  In the future, and 
with your help, we WILL continue 
to hit home runs! 
As always we support our troops.

Richard J. Wojnar
Commander

American Legion Post 712 PICNIC

AUGUST 20, 2016

Look for details in the Newsletters
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CPR Classes are fi lling up fast . . .  
Call 412-616-1834 

Next class .  .  .  March 9, 2016
to be held at the Legion  Post 712.

• • • 
Class Date:  March 9, 2016     Time: 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Cost: $10 Per Person
Class Size:  Minimun 6 - Maximum 12 

call 412-616-1834 or sign up at the bar 

TAPS

 4-8 PM  

No Smoking

Eat-in or 

         Take-out 

Call 412-653-1555

Join us for Lent-at-the-Legion 

ATTENTION: PLEASE JOIN US at the American Legion POST 712  OPEN to the Public  March 17, 2016 
No Smoking Event - 7:00 PM Representative Dr. Saccone will be speaking to your American Legion on 
the subject of God in our Government and Veteran’s Issues.   
 Rep. Saccone is a retired offi  cer of the United States Air Force (USAF) where he served in various 
positions as a detachment commander and chief of counterintelligence for the USAF in the national 
capital of Seoul, South Korea.  After retiring he stayed in South Korea as TV news anchor on an English 
language news station and appeared on the popular PBS show “Full Circle” with Michael Palin. 
 He worked abroad in business before delving into international diplomacy as a representative to 
the nuclear power plant project in North Korea.  As the only American living in North Korea at the time, 
he gained valuable diplomatic experience working and successfully negotiating with North Koreans, 
resulting in two books about that enigmatic country, including “Negotiating with North Korea,” and 
“Living with the Enemy: Inside North Korea.” 
 When the war in Iraq began, Dr. Saccone decided to take his turn off ering his years of interroga-
tion and counterintelligence experience.  Assigned to the U.S. Army as a civilian, he served in Baghdad 
and in the hotspot of Mosul, as a Senior Counterintelligence Agent identifying, capturing and interro-
gating insurgents.
 He has traveled to 73 countries and authored seven books on North and South Korea, a  book on 
Iraq and his ninth book “God in our Government” traces our oddly heritage from before the founding 
until now.   He enjoyed Fulbright summer scholarships to Egypt and
Africa and has written numerous articles concerning international 
politics, business and culture, appearing in top newspapers in the U.S. 
and abroad such as USA Today, the Baltimore Sun and the Korea Times.

With Honor and Gratitude We Remember. . .

May you Rest in Peace my Friends.

Harry G. Thieret 
(Korean War Era)

Al M. Eyrolles 
(Korean War Era)
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Remembering 

Operation Desert Storm - -  from a Navy Reservist’s Perspective

Nicholas D. Krawec, Esq.

OUR  HEROES .  .  .

This year, 2016, marks the 25th anniversary of Operation Desert 
Storm, and I have seen a number of reminders of that fact.  Those 
reminders have included transcripts of interviews with General Colin 
Powell remembering Desert Storm, various recollections of the late 
General Stormin’ Norman Schwarzkopf, and even reminders from 
my employer, acknowledging the anniversary of my being plucked 
out of civilian life in early January 1991, shortly after the Christmas 
holidays, for a government paid trip to the Middle East, specifi cal-
ly the Persian Gulf..  I was in the U.S. Naval Reserve at the time, an 
offi  cer in Naval Embarked Advisory Team Detachment 105 (yeah, 
that’s right, NEAT…..what’s the Navy without acronyms?)  Our unit 
mission was to serve aboard civilian Maritime Prepositioned Ships 
(MPS), to provide these vessels secure naval telecommunications 
capability with accompanying U.S. Navy warships once these MPS 
vessels joined up with a Naval Amphibious Task Group.  Given the 
expected nature of the confl ict (desert warfare), I was reasonably 
confi dent that the Navy Reserve (except for perhaps some SeaBee 
and cargo handling units) would not be mobilized, and that’s what I 
told everyone who asked me if I thought I would be mobilized.  Boy, 
was I wrong about that!  But I was thinking that way in 1990 – 1991 
because the Reserve forces had not been mobilized in any signifi -
cant numbers since World War II, and at that time I believe we were 
still experiencing the benefi ts of the naval buildup during the Rea-
gan years.  

So I was among the fortunate few Reservists to have been mobilized 
in support of a major military operation in nearly 50 years.  “Lucky 
me,” I thought.  But upon refl ection, it was an important growing 
experience in my life (even though I was in my mid to late 30’s at the 
time), as I was placed in charge of a group of men who primarily had 
been civilians, unexpectedly removed from their comfortable rou-
tine, and unexpectedly taken away from family and friends for who 
knew how long.  But we quickly bonded in a way that only those 
who have served (and those who are reading this) can understand 
and appreciate.

That bonding served us well as 
we arrived in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), boarded our 
assigned vessel, the MPS ship 
Motor Vessel 1LT Alex Bonnyman 
(named for a WWII Marine, who 
fought in the Pacifi c, and was 
awarded the Medal of Honor).  
Waiting for our arrival aboard 
Bonnyman, in addition to the 
civilian crew, were an active duty 
Marine Corps logistics unit, a 
Navy Reserve cargo handling 
unit, and a Navy Reserve am-
phibious SeaBee unit.   My own 
Reserve unit previously had an-
nual training stints aboard other 
MPS ships, so the surroundings, 
though diff erent from Navy 
ships, were not unfamiliar to us.  
However, we did notice one ad-
dition to our assigned ship when 
we arrived aboard that we didn’t 
observe aboard the MPS ships 
on which we had performed our 
annual training duty……. three 
50 caliber machine gun mounts, 
one forward, one to port and one 
to starboard.  Next to the mount 
I saw as I came aboard the ship, I 
noticed a makeshift sign next to 
the mount (handwritten by a cre-
ative Marine or sailor) which read 
“USMC CIWS” (the latter acronym 
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standing for “close in weapon 
system”).

Initially our orders were to pro-
ceed through the Strait of Hor-
muz, exit the Gulf, rendezvous 
with the approaching amphib-
ious task group in the Arabian 
Sea and re-enter the Gulf in com-
pany with the task group.  How-
ever, those orders changed, and 
we were to return to the UAE, 
and rendezvous with the task 
force after it entered the Gulf.  
This is when it got a bit interest-
ing for us.  Some members of my 
unit were topside, installing our 
communications antennas and 
connecting our communications 
equipment, when the Marines 
onboard, carrying their weapons, 
began taking positions along 
the starboard side of the ship.  
The gunnery sergeant in charge 
of the Marine unit, politely and 
professionally, asked me to sus-
pend our equipment installation 
eff orts and take my unit back 
inside the skin of the ship.   So I, 
with two of my sailors, climbed 
down the nearest ladder, and I 
undogged the nearest door and 
led my men inside…….a fan 
room!  (Okay, so I didn’t remem-
ber the layout of the ship as well 
as I thought I had).   From the 
confi nes of that fan room I heard 
the sound of a single shot and 
nothing else.  After the pas-
sage of a few more minutes, we 

emerged from the “protection” 
of the fan room, and everything 
seemed  back to normal.  

So I headed to the pilothouse 
where I saw the Gunny briefi ng 
the ship’s captain on what had 
occurred.  I learned from that 
briefi ng that several small boats 
had been approaching our ship 
from the direction of Iran.  An 
attempt was made fi re warning 
shots from the starboard 50 cal-
iber mount……but it had, well, 
let’s just say malfunctioned!   
One of the Marines then fi red 
a warning shot with his M-16, 
which caused the small boats to 
scatter and exit the area (leav-
ing me reasonably certain that 
these were not suicide bomb-
ers).  But that’s not the end of 
the story.

The following day, the Gunny 
approached me and with a 
chuckle in his voice and in-
formed me that the makeshift 
sign “USMC CIWS” next to the 

starboard 50 caliber mount, had 
been altered overnight.  Some-
one had used a marker, and 
“elaborated” on the “CIWS” part 
of the sign, so that it now read 
“Crap It Won’t Shoot!”  He said he 
thought it was funny, but some 
of his more junior Marines were 
less than amused, and suspect-
ed some sailors had a hand in it.  
So I dutifully inquired with the 
members of my unit at morning 
muster if any of them knew who 
“edited” the Marines’ sign.  Af-
ter the initial snickers subsided, 
nobody in my unit took credit for 
the creative change.  However, I 
can’t speak to the guilt or inno-
cence of the cargo handlers or 
Phib CB’s.   But as our time in the 
Gulf went on, whatever bad feel-
ings resulted from the unsolic-
ited creativity with the Marines’ 
sign, had passed.   By the time 
the Gulf War ended, the sailors 
and Marines aboard Bonnyman, 
active and reserve, from diff erent 
parts of the country, and diff er-
ent backgrounds and walks of 
life, had bonded in the face of 
adversity, despite a bit of a rough 
beginning.  That is probably the 
most cherished memory I have 
of my experience in Operation 
Desert Storm on this 25th anni-
versary of that confl ict.

Nicholas D. Krawec, Esq.

Feb., 1991 at Al Jubail, Saudia Arabia


